The obstinate microbe will flourish in the most concentrated solution of carbolic acid, and is not to be killed by fairly-strong solutions of corrosive sublimate. In view of this, and of the fact that dangerous accidents often occur from carbolic acid, corrosive sublimate, and even iodoform, it is well that surgeons should recall the fact that plain water, filtered and boiled is one of the simplest and best of aseptics, Dr (?) that it is legitimate to neglect children and the aged because they consume without producing, and a nation loses wealth and power when consumption exceeds production. Dr. Recupito says rightly that the old men form the brain of a nation, and the children its heart, and without heart and brain riches profit nothing and true power is impossible. We have already protested in these columns against substituting electricity for the gallows as a method of inflicting capital punishment. The change has been advocated on the ground of mercy, but on reading the account of the plan selected by the New York Medico-Legal Society after much deliberation as the method by which, after January 1st of this year,Jexecutions are to be carried out, one feels that it is hard to see where the mercy comes in. The criminal is bound to a table or fastened to a chair; one electrode should be arranged to impinge upon the spine between the shoulders, the other is to be attached to a sort of helmet that secures the head. The hair should be cut short, and the skin and poles of the electrodes made thoroughly wet with warm water. A powerful electric current should then be made to pass for thirty seconds, which will assuredly kill the criminal, and perhaps scorch him beyond recognition as well. Once begun the death is swift and sure enough, but as it is in the fear o^ death that its horror dwells, it may be questioned if these elaborate preparations for the fatal chair are really more merciful than the gallows and the drop.
One of the strongest proofs of the intelligence and sensitiveness of animals is shown in their extreme susceptibility to the influence of music. 
